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‘Hitherto th. language ufed in this ifland, how- 
ever differepe in’ fucceffive time, may be called 

Saxon, noYcan it be expected, from the nature of 

things gradually changing, that any time can be 

afficaed, “when the Saxon may be faid to ceafe, and 
the Angle to commence. obert of Gloucefter 
however, who is placed by the criticks in ihe thir. 

teenth century, feems to have ufed a kind of in- 

termediate diction, neither Saxon nor Englifh; in 

his work therefore we fee the tranfition exhibited, 

and, as he is the firft of our wri.ers inrhyme, of 

whom any large work remains, a more extenfive 

quotation isextraéted. Ie writes apparently in the 

{ame meafure with the foregoing authour of St. 
Muorgarite, which, polifhed into greater exactnels, 
aypeared to our ancellors fo fuitable to the genius 
ot the 2agifs language, that 1¢ was continued 

in ule almolt to the middle of the feventeenth 
century. 

GLISH 

Oo" pe batatles of Denemarch, pat hit dude in 
bys londe 

par wort were of alie opere, we mote abbe an 
honde. 

Wort hii were. vor ofere adde famwanne vado, 
As Romeyns & Saaons, & wel wufte pat lond 

Perco. 
Ac hii ne kept yt holde nogt, bote robby, and 

fl. nde, 

And deflrue, & berne, & fle, & ne coupe abbe non 
ende. 

And bite lute yt nas worp, fey hit were ouercome 
viume. 

Vor myd flypes and grcet poer as preft effone hii 
come. 

Kyne Adelwolf of pys lond hyng was tuenty zer. 
Je Deneys come by hym ryuor pan hit dude er. 
Vor in fe al our vorfl ger of ys kynedom 
Myd pre & Jpryrty fypuol men her prince hyder 

Come, 

And at SouPhamtone aryuede, an hauene by Soufe, 
Anoper gret oft pulke tyme aryuede at Portci- 

moupe. 
pe kyng nufle wher kepe, at delde ys oft atuo. 
be made fe mavitre, Po al was ydo, 
And by Eftangle and L.yndeicye hu wende vorp atte 

lafle, 
And fo hamward al by Kent, & flowe & barnde 

ee 
Aren wptiter hii wende hem. anofer xer eft hii 

COME. 

And deftrude Kent al out, and Londone nome. 
pus al an ten ter fat lond hi broxte per doune, 
yo bat in he rahe ver of ke kwnae’s craune .-—-- -- 

Ay 
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Fii come & {myte an batayle, & pere, Poru Gode’s 
race, * 

pe Deneys were al bynepe, & pe lond fole adde pe 
lace, 

And more proweffe dude po, pan pe kyng myzte 
byuore, 

peruore gode Jond men ne bep nozt al verlore. 
pe kyng was pe boldore po, & azen hem pe mor 

rou, | 
And ys foure godes fones woxe vafte y nou, 
Edelbold and Adelbryzt, Edelred and Alfred. 
pys was a ftalwarde tem, & of gret wyidom & red, 
And kynges were al foure, S&ghefendede wel pys 

lond, : 
An Deneys dude flame ynou, fat me volwel vond. 
Is fyxtepe zere of pe kynge’s kynedom * 
In eldette fone Adelbold gret oft to hym nome, 
And ys fader alfo god, and ofere heye men al fo, 
And wende azen pys Deneys, pat muche wo adde 

; y do. 
Vor myd tuo hondred ffvpes & an alf at Temfe 

moup hii come, 
And Londone, and Kantcrbury, and oper tounes 

nome, 
And {fo vor} in to Sopereye, & flowe & barnde vatte, 
fere pe kyng and ys fone hem mette atte latte. 
pere was batayle ftrong ynou y{myte in an prowe. 
fe godes kynztes Irye adoun as gras, wan medep 

mowe, 
Fleneden, (pat were of yfmyte,) & oper lymes alfo, 
F'lete in blode al fram Fe grounde, ar pe batayle were 

ydo. 

Wanne pat blod ftod al abrod, vas fer gret wo y nou. 
Nys yc reupe vorto hure, pat me fo vole flo? 
Ac our fuete Louerd atte laite flewede ys fucte grace, 
And fende pe Criftyne Englyfie men pe mayltrye in 

fe place, 
And pe hepene men of Denemarch bynepe were 

echon. 
Nou nas Per gue in Denemarch Criftendom non’; 
pe kyng her atter to holy chyrche ys heite fe more 

drou, ; 
And tepezede wel & al ys Jond, as hilagte, wel 

hnouU. 

Seyn Swythyn at Wyncheftre byflup po was, 
And Alctlon at Syiebourne, ‘pat amendede muche 

pys cas. 
pe kyng was wel fe betere man poru her br¢re red, 
Tuenty wynter he was kyng, ar he were ded. 
At Wyncicttre he was y.bured, as he gut lyp pere. 
Hys tueve fones he get ys lond, ag he byxet ham ere. 
Adelbold, the cidore, fe khynedom of Litter, 
And fuppe Adelbryac, Keat and Weillex. 
a miaglvranes vie hie ie Coot evra aatead anneal a. . 
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